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ABSTRACT 

A total of 359 plants have been described in Vamana Purana, Vayu Purana, Kurma Purana, Matsya Purana, Brahmavaivartra 
Purana, Agni Purana and Brahma Puranas. Out of 359 botanical names attributed to them, 279 names are largely accepted 
even today. This paper provides the list of currently accepted botanical names or author citations of remaining 80 plants. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The Puranas are ancient texts which eulogize various 
deities and give moral teachings in simple stories. These 
stories also mention a number of plants which had been 
important in lives of ancient times. There are eighteen 
major Puranas as well as a similar number of minor or 
subordinate Puranas. Sensarma (1989) has worked for 
several years to find the botanical equivalents of plants 
mentioned in Vamana Purana, Vayu Purana, Kurma 
Purana, Matsya Purana, Brahmavaivartra Purana, Agni 
Purana and Brahma Puranas and given a list of total 359 
plants which have been described under several catego¬ 
ries like Importance of plants, Forests, Plants in garment 


making, Plants materials as cosmetics, Plants in medici¬ 
nal uses, Plants in religious rituals, Fibre-yielding plants 
and Plants of gardens and royal palaces. 

Historians of botanical traditions in India, feel heart¬ 
ened to note that several botanists are attempting to study 
the plants referred in Indian Puranas for their present 
day medicinal, ethnobtoanical and other economic rel¬ 
evance as also the regional or geographic expanse of the 
wisdom of Puranic times (Nath & Jain, 2015; Sikarwar & 
al, 2015; Nath &al., 2015). Sensarma (1989) has provided 
an alphabetical index of Sanskrit and other local names 
of 359 plants and gave botanical equivalents (latin) for 
these names. He has attempted to make the nomenclature 
as correct as possible for him over 25 years ago. It was 
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natural that several botanical names appear more than 
once in this index. However, the present authors have 
noticed some variations in the use of botanical names in 
the above noted papers; this does happen due to paucity 
of literature on taxonomy and nomenclature. However, 
in order to bring some uniformity in papers relating to 
Puranic plants, the authors considered it useful to pro¬ 
vide to readers the most preferred and accepted botanical 
names today. For this, they took help from Botanical Sur¬ 
vey of India (BSI) and its regional stations which can be 
said to be the foremost institutions for matters relating to 
plant systematics and nomenclature. Names accepted by 
BSI for use in its publications have therefore been chosen 
as correct. 


Readers do need to know that frequent changes in 
plant names are not appreciated even by taxonomists and 
flora writers. However, critical work by monographers 
makes it necessary. This also needs to be understood that 
despite best efforts, opinions of monographers are not 
unanimous. The names of Adhatoda/fusticia, Derris/Pon- 
gamia, Emblica/Phyllanthus, Bombax/Salmalia are few 
such instances. Eighty plant names in which generic or 
specific name or author citation have changed or needed 
corrections are given in Table 1. Names as provided by 
Sensarma (1989), Sanskrit names as mentioned in Pura- 
nas, and presently accepted names are given in three 
columns. 


Table 1: Changes in Botanical names mentioned in Indian Puranas. 


SI. No. 

Botanical Name 

Name as in Puranas 

Correct /New Name 

1 

Abies spectabilis (D. Don) Spach 

Talispatra 

Abies spectabilis (D.Don) Mirb. 

2 

Acacia caesia Wight & Arn. 

Aila 

Acacia caesia ( L.)Willd 

3 

Adhatoda vasica Nees. 

Vasaka 

Justicia adhatoda L. 

4 

Adina cordifolia (Roxb.) Hook.f. 

Dharavana 

Haldina cordifolia (Roxb.) Ridsdale 

5 

Aganosma caryophyllata G.Don 

Atimukta(ka), Malati 

Aganosma heynei (Spreng) I. M. Turner 

6 

Ailanthus malabarica DC. 

Guggula 

Ailanthus triphysa (Dennst.) Alston 

7 

Amorphophallus campanulatus Blume 

Arsaghna 

Amorphophallus paeoniifolius (Dennst.) Nicolson 

8 

Andropogon ascinodis C.B. Clarke 

Canda (li) 

Andropogon chinensis (Nees) Merr. 

9 

Andropogon squarrosus Hack. 

Usira 

Pseudoraphis spinescens (R.Br.) Vickery 

10 

Anethum sowa Kurz. 

Satapuspi 

Anethum sowa Roxb. ex Fleming 

11 

Anthocephalus chinensis (Lam.) Rich, 
ex Walp. 

Kadamba, Nipa 

Neolamarckia cadamba (Roxb.) Bosser 

12 

Argyreia speciosa (L.f.) Sweet. 

Samudra Palaka 

Argyreia nervosa (Burm.f.) Bojer 

13 

Aristolochia bracteata Retz. 

Dhumrapatra 

Aristolochia bracteolata Lam. 

14 

Artabotrys odoratissimus R.Br. 

Haracampaka 

Artabotrys hexapetalus (L.f.) Bhandari 

15 

Asclepias acida Roxb. 

Somlata 

Sarcostemma acidum (Roxb.) Voigt 

16 

Asteracantha longifolia Nees. 

Kokilaksa 

Hygrophila auriculata (Schumach) Heine 

17 

Baliospermum montanum (Willd.) 
Muell.-Arg. 

Danti (ka) 

Baliospermum solanifolium (Burm.) Suresh 

18 

Benincasa cerifera Savi. 

Kusmanda 

Benincasa hispida (Thunb.) Cogn. 

19 

Boerhavia repens L. 

Punarnava 

Boerhavia diffusa L. 

20 

Buchanania latifolia Roxb. 

Piyala, Priyala, Rajavrksa 

Buchanania cochinchinensis (Lour.) M.R.Almeida 

21 

Caesalpinia bonducella (L.) Fleming 

Putika 

Caesalpinia bonduc (L.) Roxb. 

22 

Caesalpinia sepiaria Roxb. 

Aila 

Caesalpinia decapetala (Roth) Alston 

23 

Cajanus indicus Spreng. 

Kalaya 

Cajanus cajan (L.) Millsp. 

24 

Cassia occidentalis L. 

Kasamarda 

Senna occidentalis (L.) Link 

25 

Cassia tora L. 

Cakramardana 

Senna tora (L.) Roxb. 
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26 

Cedrus deodara Laud. 

Devdaru 

Cedrus deodara (Roxb. ex D.Don) G.Don 

27 

Cedrus libani Barr. 

Haridru 

Cedrus libani A.Rich 

28 

Celosia cristata L. 

Kukkuti, Mayurshikha, 
Varhisikha 

Celosia argentea L. 

29 

Cicca acida (L.) Merr. 

Lavaliphala 

Phyllanthus acidus (L.) Skeels 

30 

Citrullus vulgaris Schrad. 

Tarumunja 

Citrullus lanatus (Thunb.) Matsum. & Nakai 

31 

Commiphora mukul (Hook, ex 
Stocks) Engl. 

Guggula 

Commiphora wightii (Arn.) Bhandari 

32 

Convolvulus turpethum L. 

Trivrta 

Operculina turpethum (L.) Silva Manso 

33 

Costus speciosus (J. Koenig) Sm. 

Kustha 

Cheilocostus speciosus (J. Koenig) C.D. Specht 

34 

Curcuma zerumbet Roxb. 

Sathi 

Curcuma euchroma Valeton 

35 

Diospyros embryopteris Pers. 

Tindu 

Diospyros malabarica (Desr.) Kostel. 

36 

Diospyros montana Roxb. var 
cordifolia Prain 

Tam ala 

Diospyros montana Roxb. 

37 

Dolichos biflorus L. 

Kulattha 

Vigna unguiculata (L.) Walp. 

38 

Dolichos lablab L. 

Moca, Simbi 

Lablab purpureus (L.) Sweet 

39 

Elaeocarpus ganitrus Roxb. 

Rudraksa 

Elaeocarpus serratus L. 

40 

Emblica officinalis Gaertn. 

Amlaka(i) 

Phyllanthus emblica L. 

41 

Eragrostis cynosuroides Beaur. 

Kusa 

Desmostachya bipinnata (L.) Stapf 

42 

Eugenia caryophyllata Wight. 

Lavanga 

Syzygium aromaticum (L.) Merr. & L.M.Perry 

43 

Eugenia operculata Roxb. 

Raja jambuka 

Syzygium nervosum A.Cunn. ex DC. 

44 

Eulophia campestris Wall. 

Amrata 

Eulophia dabia (D.Don) Hochr. 

45 

Ficus gibbosa Blume 

Cirivilva 

Ficus tinctoria subsp. gibbosa (Blume) Corner 

46 

Ficus glomerata Roxb. 

Udumbara, 

Yajnoudumbara 

Ficus racemosa L 

47 

Flacourtia ramontchi L’ Herit. 

Vikamkata 

Flacourtia indica (Burm.f.) Merr. 

48 

Grislea tomentosa Roxb. 

Dhava 

Woodfordia floribunda Salisb. 

49 

Hardwickia pinnata Roxb. 

Samiparni, Samiparnasa 

Kingiodendron pinnatum (DC) Harms. 

50 

Hedyotis corymbosa L. 

Parpata(i) 

Oldenlandia corymbosa L. 

51 

Heritiera minor Roxb. 

Sundari 

Heritiera fomes Buch.-Ham. 

52 

Hiptage madablota Gaertn. 

Madhulika, Madhavi, 
Vasanti 

Hiptage bengalensis Kuntze 

53 

Holarrhena antidysenterica Wall. 

Indrapushpi, Kutaja, 

Vats aka 

Holarrhena pubescens Wall, ex G. Don 

54 

Jasminum pubescens Willd. 

Kunda 

Jasminum multiflorum (Burm.f.) Andrews 

55 

Lannea grandis Roxb. 

Gunjataka 

Lannea coromandelica (Houtt.) Merr. 

56 

Lens esculenta Moench. 

Masura(ka) 

Lens culinaris Medik. 

57 

Luvunga scandens Ham 

Luvangalata 

Luvunga scandens (Roxb.) Buch.-Ham. ex Wight & 
Arn. 

58 

Martynia diandra Gloxin 

Vyaghranakha 

Martynia annua L. 

59 

Moringa pterygosperma Gaetrn. 

Sigruka 

Moringa oleifera Lam. 

60 

Nelumbium speciosum Willd. 

Kamala, Koknada, 
Satapatra 

Nelumbo nucifera Gaertn. 
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61 

Nerium indicum Mill. 

Karavira (ka) 

Nerium oleander L. 

62 

Ocimum sanctum L. 

Surasa, Tulasi, Vrnda(a) 

Ocimum tenuiflorum L. 

63 

Odina wodier Roxb. 

Grnjana 

Lannea coromandelica (Houtt.) Merr. 

64 

Ougeinia dalbergioides Benth. 

Ruruta 

Desmodium oojeinense (Roxb.) H. Ohashi 

65 

Peucedanum sowa Kurz. 

Satapuspa 

Anethum graveolens L. 

66 

Phaseolus mungo var. roxburghii 

Kuruvinda 

Vigna mungo (L.) Hepper 

67 

Phaseolus radiatus var. roxburghii 

Masa 

Vigna radiata (L.) R. Wilczek 

68 

Piper chaba Hunter 

Cavika 

Piper retrofractum Vahl 

69 

Pithecellobium bigeminum Mart. 

Aragvadha 

Archidendron bigeminum (L.) I.C. Nielsen 

70 

Plumeria acutifolia Poir 

Ksira (i), Ksirakacampaka, 
Ksiravrksa 

Plumeria rubra L. 

71 

Pongamia glabra Vent. 

Karanja 

Pongamia pinnata (L.) Pierre 

72 

Prosopis spicigera L. 

Sami 

Prosopis cineraria (L.) Druce 

73 

Prunus puddum Roxb 

Padmaka 

Prunus cerasoides Buch.-Ham. ex D.Don 

74 

Psoralea corylifolia L. 

Vacuchi 

Cullen corylifolium (L.) Medik 

75 

Rubia tinctoria L. 

Manjistha 

Rubia tinctorum L. 

76 

Schleichera trijuga Mortiz. 

Kusumbha 

Schleichera oleosa (Lour.) Merr. 

77 

Solatium xanthocarpum Schrad. & H. 
Wendl. 

Kantakari, Kantaki 

Solanum virginianum L. 

78 

Tabernaemontana coronaria Willd. 

Tagara 

Tabernaemontana divaricata (L.) R. Br. ex Roem. 

& Schult. 

79 

Tribulus lanuginosus L. 

Goksura (ka) 

Tribulus terrestris L. 

80 

Wedelia calendulacea Less 

Bhrangaraja 

Wedelia chinensis (Osbeck.) Merr. 
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